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Introduction

For most ELT teachers, time lines and irregular verbs are probably the most boring
aspect of their trade.

But for learners it can be frustrating trying to find a simple, fun, illustrative guide that will
make sense of the English tense system and present this information in a logical and
easy-to-follow manner.

This is the main objective of this book.

There is plenty of space for learners to write their own notes on the pages, or on the 'My
notes on...' pages which follow each example time line.

We have fully updated this edition and included 70 pages of exercises on the most
common irregular verbs. These can be used in conjunction with the tenses as either
class exercises or homework.

You can make the exercises fit with your teaching area by asking learners to write
sentences in the tense you have been studying.

Timelines can be used with almost any other resource on the market and will
compliment your existing library of ELT materials.

If you have any suggestions for improving this work or would like to contribute to the
next edition, please feel free to contact the author at: ideas@buckinghamenglish.com

| hope this adds a little light to your learning and/or teaching experience.

Chris Buckingham, February 2010.



My general notes:
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Past simple

Simple verb + ..... ed (past participle)
“Two years ago, | studied English in England.”
Activity or situation that began and ended at a particular time in the past.
‘When' clauses mean there is no need for perfect tenses.

now
past future
< >

Yesterday.

you

he

she Studied
it

we

they



V1 Bare infinitive V2 Past simple
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V3 Past participle

awake awake
V1 sentence:

V2 sentence:

V3 sentence

Future
with going to

with will

with present simple

with present continuous

be was/were
V1 sentence:

V2 sentence:

V3 sentence

Future
with going to

with will

with present simple

with present continuous

awoken

been
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Business English

My Breakdown

Contemporary Business English Workbook
on innovation and creativity
for managers and senior executives
at B1 (intermediate) and above

This goes deep!
Specially written for anyone interested in innovation and creativity,
My Breakdown really gets to grips with the core values of the learners’ organisation.

Written for teachers with little business experience,
the learner can lead and the teacher can learn!

Simply brilliant.



Business English

My Market

Contemporary Business English Workbook
on markets and marketing

for managers and senior executives
at B1 (intermediate) and above

Brilliant for serious business students.
My Market is an analytical tool
that sheds light on the both the position and the market
of the students organisation.

As with all Strategic Business English titles My Market is written for complete novices.

The student becomes the teacher and the teacher becomes the student.
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My Web
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Contemporary Business English workbook
on web design and content
for managers and senior executives

at B1 (intermediate) and above

A fantastic resource if you teach management at any level connected to IT.
My Web offers your learners the opportunity to examine web design and web content.
This can be looking at their own site or at their competitions!
As with all Strategic Business English titles My Web is written for complete novices.

The student becomes the teacher and the teacher becomes the student.



General English

Hero or Villain
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A collection of ELT lesson plans
based on passed lives
elementary (CEF A1) and above

One of the coolest research-based titles on the market!
Inside you will meet 80 deceased people that were notable for something special.
From Alien abductee to Zulu historian.

Come and meet them and decide for yourself if they are Hero or Villain!
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Silly Season
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A vocabulary-building exercise
based on a collection of general news stories
for adults at A2 (elementary) and above

This is one of the best vocabulary builders on the market.
Silly Season has it all — sex, religion and politics in short news story format.

Ideal as a filler or warm-up.



General English

Timelines

All the English tenses explained

including irregular verb exercises

for teens and adults
at all levels

A classical explanation of the English tense system and irregular verb practice with both
visuals and text.

Clarity is the key to Timelines as it helps learners build their confidence when using the
tense system, packed with irregular verb exercises this is superb for beginners and
great for advanced learners as a revision tool.
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Textercis
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A set of blended
m-learning exercises

New to blended m-learning?
Want to do more with mobile technology in your classroom?
Answer yes to any of these questions?
Then Textercise is essential to you.

Packed with task-based plans this is all you need to start delivering m-learning.



Blended m-learning

Textation

160 exercises
for the art of txtng

including mini txt speak dictionary

Perfect as a fun filler or warmer.
Textation will test your student’s texting dexterity through dictation!

There are 160 dictations inside covering all sorts of situations students then race to be
the first to complete a message.

Textation comes with a page of methodologies for you to try out
and a continued professional development sheet at the end of each unit for you to
record and share best practice.
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Token Talker

30 task-based
discussion units
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